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A C II ECK-LIST OF T H E MASSACH US ETTS FOJUII CIDAE, WITH S0 l\1E 

NOTES ON TH E SP E CI E S. 

BY GEO B. KING, LA WRENCE, MASS. 

"\mong the many branches of Ento

mology. I know of none more in teresti ng, 

so full of wonder and amazement, as the 

study of the ants, whose habits and cus

toms indeed in many instances approach 

those of man. \\'hy there are not more 

observers making a special study of these 

interesting cre::ttures, it is hard to com

prehend. It is hoped, however, that th e 

time is not far distant, \Yhen some men 

of means will see fit to leaYe at least a 

portion of their great wealth to be used 

for special research in the coll ec t ing 

and the study of our ants. I have read 

with much interest, the two recent arti

cles in this journal, translated by l\ I r. A. 

P. 1\Iorse, of the results of Dr. Auguste 

Forel's brief study of our America n an ts. 

He indeed observed many interest ing 

things for so short a risit. His findi ng 

of the beginning of a formicary of Cam
ponollls marginatus, that is, the fe male 

with some cocoons is interesting. This 

I ha\·e observed frequently with Cam
ponollls jidtts and C. lignij>cnlm. A t 

.-\ndoYer, l\bss., sometimes alone. agai n 

with young larvae, and occasionally th e 

female with from one to fi\·e small wo rk

ers. The mounds of Formica obsmri}cs 
I haYe found se\·eral times. T h ey can

not be called r::tre of F. s11bsairm, th ese 

:ue very seldom met with; four I think 

i-; all obsen-ed by me. Only on o ne 

occasio n h ave I seen a mou nd inhab ited 

b y Las ius Jim'l/.1'. This was in 1\iethue n, 

1\Iass., in a mead ow wh ere there were · 

two good sized mo und s all co\·ered with 

growi ng grass. The openings were on 

the top of each nest. 

N ow jus t a passi ng noti ce on the rec 

ords of th e occurrence of ants in 1\lassa

chusetts. 1\ir. E. A. Schwarz in hi s ac

co un t of the 1\Iy rmecophil ous Coleopter ::t 

fou n d in te mperat e N orth America ( I' roc.· 

ent. soc . \\'ash. \'Ol. 1, 189o) cit es 

eigh t s pecies of ant s wh ich prove d to b e 

my rm ecoph i lous species, found by l\I r. 

Bla nchard at L owell, Dracu t, and T yngs

boroug h , !\lass., viz. : .Formim cxscrtoit!cs, 
F. sdt<ill.f//ssii, F . .fllsca, Las ius 111:~o·, Cam
}onollls }id11s, C. }enmJ'iz•allims, Ajltae
llogasta .fuh•a a nd Tapioma sessile. Dr. 

H amilton in his Catalogue (Can. Ent. 

vol. ~ o. 1888) refe rs to 1\Ir. Blanchard 's 

fi ndings, but g ives no n ames of th e ants. 

Dr. P acka rd in h is gu ide to th e study of 
insects 1869. cites A.ly rmica molts/a , 
( Solmojsis molcJ!Il Say, ) Form ira sangll i-

1/Cll, va r. rllbti'lllltla , Em, F. }cllll.l)'hlalli
ms, Camponot11s s p ., and C. !tcrmlalh'a , 
Dalla T orr e's ca talogue, 1893, only c it es 

one s pecies from 1\Iass., S tigmatomma 
pallipcs, H ald. In 1896 there were 26 1 

record ed s pecies from North Ame ri ca . 

Of thi s number we now kn ow 55 to be 
found in l\Iass. All of these ha\· e b een 
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found by me, with but three exceptions: 
Slntllll:ft!l/)'.1 sp. found by I lr. Fore! and 
J!Iunomorium plicrnron is a 11 cl 7i·t ramorin 111 

rat'Jfilum, found by Dr. Dimmock. It 
does not appear, and it should not be 
understood from anything which appears 
in the abo\·e, that we know all the spe
cies of :~ nt s in M:~ssachusetts; far from 
it, for as a matter of fact only one city 
and a part of four small country towns 
have as yet been looked over to a ny ex
tent. So if we e\·er do know, some one 
must spend at le:~st twenty-five yea rs 
(in 1\bssac husetts alone) and after he 
has got th ro ugh another observer ca n 
begin where the work was left off and 
will find all that he wish es to do, as 
there will always be new problems pre
senti ng them selves for him to soh·e; for 
it is not only the ants' habit s and the 
num ber of species which are to be co n
side red, but the thousands of other in-
sects which 
with them. 
species thus 

are to be found associ at cd 
The following arc all the 
far found to inhabit 1\l:lss . 

Tri t is Camjonolidac. 

Camponotus baedatu.-; Sm. 

" ca!'-tancus Lntr. 

" " su b'l'· am e ri can u~ 

:\ layr . 
Camponolns hl'rcule:mus L . 

" " sub:;p. lign ipe rdus 
Lai r. 

Camponotus herculean us var. pi clus F o re !. 

" >tthsp. pcnnsyl-
vani<:n n~._·g. 

C:unponolus marginatus ,·ar. ncarclicus 

Em. 
C ru np onotu:-.. n1nrginnt us \'ar. 1ninut us Etn. 

P o i.Y e rg tts rufe,ccns Lair., suhs p. lu<idus 
;\ Ia yr. 

Fonnica sanguinL'a Lat r., sub:-..p. ruhicun(la 
Em. 

Formica rufa L. ob,curipl'' Forl'l. 

" 
" 
" 

l\fan. 

" sub~p. inh:.~Ta ~yl. 

exscctoide, Forl· l. 

pallidc:-fuha L :llr. 

" " suhsp. scha11fus:-, ii 

Formic:~ pallide-full'a 'uh,p. nitidil'l'ntri,; 
Em. 

l•'ormic:J p:dlidC'·fuh·:. sui"P· tn,cala Em. 

" fusca L. 

" 

" 

" 

" 
\':l.r. ~nh:-.L•ricl':l Say . 

\'ar. ~uh:lcnescen~ En1. 

'' \':tr. llL'Ocbra En1. 

" suhsp. '"hpolila :\Ia_, r. 
lasioidt: s Em. 

" ,·ar. pkea Em. 
L a:;iu:-. nigl'r 1.... 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" \·:u·. anH.:ricnnth Etn. 
" " llL'Oil i.~~o.:r En1. 

hreYicnrni s En1. 

llavus L., sub,p. myopl'' F ore!. 

nmbrnlns ;-.;yi.. subsp. tnixtu' :\vi. 

" suhsp. aphidico ln \\ 'nJ,h. 

" cl:~\' i ger Rog. 
l'rcnolepis it nparis Sa.Y. 

parl'uln i\layr. 

Dra chymyrm e" heeri For .. std"P· depili, 
Em. 

Tribe Do!ic!todcridar. 

Po ner:t coan .. ·tata Latr., :-o uh~ p . penns.' h·an
icn l!uckl. 

Stigm:.tommn pallipes !!ald. 

Tribe ilf.J'rmicidat'. 

:llyrnwcina lalreilki Curt., ,uhsp. amni

cana Etn. 
.\l yrnwcinn lntreill ei Curt., \':11'. hre,·ispin

osa Em. 

~lonotnoriutn tninllflllll :\layr. , \":Jr. tnini~ 

mum I:u ckl. 
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:\lonomoritllll pharaonis L. 
Solenopsis molesta Say. 
Pheidole pilifera Rag. 
Stennmma brevi<:orne :\layr. 
...:\ph~tenogaster tennc:-;seen!-; i s ~l::tyr. 

" fulva Rog. 
;\lyrrnka rubrn L., vnr. sulcinodoides Em. 

" " subsp. scabr in odis :-\yl. 

:\lyrmica rubra var. sabuleta l\Te iin e rt. 

" scabrinodis ,·ar. schencki Em. 
Tetramorinm caespitum L. 
Crema,togaste r lineolata Say. 

Tribe Ctyjlocerz"dae. 

Strumigenys sp. 

LIF E III STORI ES OF NORT H AI\! ERICAN GEOI\1ETRIJJAE.- XX\'I. 

!W HARRISON 0 . DYAR, WASHINGTON, D. C. 

"'1/.<oj!ti/a ponte/aria llarr. (autumtw/a 

Pack.). Thi s injnriu11s larva has been <k· 
scribed in a gen eral way hy tht" principal 
writerR on econonJic enton1ology and itf.; 
hnhils h:l\'e bl'en tnade kno\\·n. Eggs were 
rccch·ed at thL· D epartme n t of "\griculture 
from\\'. R. Smith, having e vidently pn"ed 
the winter. Th ey hatched 1\pril t Stlt and 
were matured in 1\ la y. \\'il d ]anne have 
been fnund by lllL" a" Ink as June (,th at llell· 
port, N. Y., feL·di ng o n oak and hickory. 
T he present lanae wne fe d on apple. 

l~t;:!f· Laid in a dense 1n asf.;t wice ns lon g 
as hrond, reaching hnlf w:1y nround n twig-. 
Suhcylind ri ca l. tla ttened, has:tl end a little 
roundL'd, s1ight ly :tnnttlnrly htd.~ing; lnicro
pylar end tr tt tll":tte, broadly rimmed, the cen· 
ter ellip t ica l, a little <il"pre<>ed "ith a nikro
pylar depn·"ed dot. Surf:tce sl ig htly s hin
int;. ol"curely reticulate, th e trul!cate end 
irrel!,"ularly shagreened, somd im es doubly 
ringed. J A':lden gray. unifonn for :1 ~ ingle 

egg, though the llat top]'Cd m:tss looks a 
little mottled. Si-<e .6X .. 'i_'iX . .fllllll. 

S!a!.;·,. !. Jle:td round w ith full lobes, 
broadened abo\"e, thL' mouth project in g, the 

clypcus rather high, held nearly erect; pale 
lut eous, the snt ures narrowly and the r>o s
terior rim of lobes and mouth brow n ; ocelli 
black; width ·3 mm. Setae short and pale 

with hnlbons t ips, most di s tinct on the body. 
~loderat e, rather rohu:-.t , nnt elongated, the 
CL'ntrnl ~egn1ents not longcr thnn thick. F ee t 

n o rm:tl, moderately de ve loped, hut a ve ry 
s hort, unnsed pair on jo int 9 marked in black 
like the plan tae of the other abdominal feet. 
Shie lus membranous; cerdcal s hi e ld divided ' 
into two se1nkircular part,, t he tiat side 
:tnkriorly, s moky , d:trl..er on thL· edge,, hor· 
derL·d by hlack} s h tuhL·rcles; anal plate and 
l c.~ 'hiel<b umnarked, fnintl.1 s moky. DoLly 
greenish Jellow, 'triped "·ith , m oky bla~k

ish in broad dorsal (reaching hut not enclos· 
ing hthcn: lt's i and ii), hroad s ubdorsa l and a 
broad shade below the sttbH·ntral fold, dii
ftts ed \" e ntt·ally. Tubercles distinct, rountkd, 
littl e ele\"atcd, bla ck in pale rings. Thontcic 
fee t pale, faintly Stlloky. \\•ith gr01\lh the 
dark shade' become faint e t· and the l:tr\"a 
looks greL·n with obscure paler lines. 

Stagr fl. !l ead rounded, erect, slightly 
hilohed, tlatt e ned before; ,·e ry pal e green, 
immaenlateor the lobe s faintly gray shaded; 
width about .G mm. ( >cclli black, not large; 
clypens rather high. Bmly cylindrk:ll, nor
ntal, nut elongated; feet normal with a s hort. 
unused pair ou jo int 9, which, howe\"cr, bea r 
ct ochets; claspers pale. Tubercles &l ightly 
ele1·ated but concolorous, not contrasted; 
se tae short , pale. Green \\·ith scarce ly paler 



Submit your manuscripts at
http://www.hindawi.com

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

 Anatomy 
Research International

Peptides
International Journal of

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Hindawi Publishing Corporation 
http://www.hindawi.com

 International Journal of

Volume 2014

Zoology

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Molecular Biology 
International 

Genomics
International Journal of

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

The Scientific 
World Journal
Hindawi Publishing Corporation 
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Bioinformatics
Advances in

Marine Biology
Journal of

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Signal Transduction
Journal of

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

BioMed 
Research International

Evolutionary Biology
International Journal of

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Biochemistry 
Research International

Archaea
Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Genetics 
Research International

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Advances in

Virolog y

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com

Nucleic Acids
Journal of

Volume 2014

Stem Cells
International

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Enzyme 
Research

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

International Journal of

Microbiology


